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Israel’s Repetitive Cycle during the Period of Judges

Israel a country in the Middle East, on the southern shore of the Mediterranean Sea is known by Christians, Muslims and Jews as holy land mention in the Bible, in the biblical context judges in Israel served military roles during wars and times of crisis; this was before the establishment of Israel monarchy ruled by kings, according to book of judges in the bible there were twelve known judges who judged Israel and helped them defeat their enemies during war, they include Gideon ,Deborah, Samson, Ehud among others, this essay will describe repeated cycle of Israel during the period they were ruled by judges and the problems they experienced as a nation[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Bib Maxwell, John C. NKJV, Maxwell Leadership Bible, Ebook. Thomas Nelson, 2018. le, Holy, and New] 

During period of judges Israelites underwent through many suffering, especially when they disobeyed God, following the death of 	Ehud one the major judges of Israel who ruled for eighty years ,Israelites began to do evil things in the sight of God ,they decided to forsake God and follow their ways of their heathen neighbors which they strongly believed were right, at some point they even wished that God should leave them, so that they could  live  their own ways of life which were evil, since god loved them and could not allow them to go their own ways he decided to sell them into the hand of Jabin the king of Canaan as a punishment for their evil way of life, under the hand of king Jabin Israelites underwent through slavery, war and depression, this forced them to turn their heart and repented their sins, once again they asked God to relieve them from suffering they had faced under the hand of Canaanites where for twenty years they had lived miserable life, this was a repetition of what had happened during their many years of slavery in Egypt under the hands of  king  pharaoh were God used Moses to rescue them.
God would then raise Deborah and Barak to free Israelites from the oppression of king Jabin, Deborah who was chosen by God to deliver Israelites instructs Barak son of Abinoam to led the Jewish army in a fight against the Canaanites, in the beginning of the battle the mighty Canaanites were strong compared to their ill-prepared Jewish army, and were assured of victory, in the middle of the war the Canaanites army went into confusion and terror thus they moved in all directions, making it easier for the Jewish army to fight them, this forced Canaanites army leader Sisera to run and hide for safety in home of Heber the Knite who was descendant of Jethro the father in law of Moses. Sisera and Jael, the wife of Heber were not in good terms and Jael hated him because of cruel way he treated Jewish, she decided to punish him, she went into the room where the general had slept quietly and killed him with her own hands, Israelites won the battle through this wonderful miracles performed by God, Deborah then composed a poem describing how Israelites fought the fight from heaven, for another twenty years Israelites lived in peace under the guidance of Deborah and Barak[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  King James Version. "Nashville." TN: Thomas Nelson (1982).] 

In conclusion, Israelites didn’t truly repent their evil ways of life throughout their life history , their decision was highly influenced by sufferings they were  undergoing under the hand of oppressors, which forced them to turn their heart and repent their sins for God to have mercy and favor on them, for example after God rescued them from the hand of Pharaoh in Egypt, were they had repented their sins and started living according to God’s will, it is clearly seen, were on their way to the promised land, Canaan, they turn against God who had rescued them and started worshipping idols, on their arrival to Canaan they started imitating Canaanites ways of living which were evil and  against the  will of God, this is not how one is expected to  live after truly repenting and turning to God for favor[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Mayes, Andrew David Hastings. Israel in the Period of the Judges. London: SCM Press, 1974.
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